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In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge 
Moh’kinsstis, and the traditional Treaty 7 territory and oral practices of the 
Blackfoot confederacy: Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, as well as the Îyâxe Nakoda 
and Tsuut’ina nations. We acknowledge that this territory is home to the Métis 
Nation of Alberta, Region 3 within the historical Northwest Métis homeland. 
Finally, we acknowledge all Nations – Indigenous and non – who live, work and 
play on this land, and who honour and celebrate this territory.
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Message from the  
Chief Executive Officer
At the time of writing, much of the world is still under lockdown due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Though news of a vaccine is shedding 
some light at the end of a very long tunnel, so many things remain 
uncertain – except for one unmistakable truth: a growing community 
of Canadian artists living with disabilities are yearning to be seen and 
to be supported through these unprecedented times.

The newly-branded National accessArts Centre (NaAC) is ready to 
rise up to this challenge with a whole new suite of programs and 
supports across multiple artistic disciplines, taking place both within 
our studio environment (adhering to health guidelines) and online. 

In addition, with anticipation that the world will return to some form 
of “normal” within 2021-22, the NaAC will continue its national and 
international outreach efforts – beginning with the presentation 
of Imaginary Spaces at the renowned Tangente Dance in Montreal 
set to take place in September 2021, followed by three exciting 
initiatives taking place in East Asia, including the opening of 
our exhibition, My Imagination is So Many Things, at the Prince 
Takamodo Gallery located within the Embassy of Canada in Japan. 

Now, more than ever before, we need the arts to help uplift 
communities across Canada. As Canada’s national leader in our 
disability arts movement, we will continue to be a strong ally and 
advocate for the inclusion and celebration of the talents and skills 
of Canadian artists living with disabilities.

Jung-Suk (JS) Ryu

Chief Executive Officer 
National accessArts Centre

Welcome to a new world of 
programs at the National 
accessArts Centre (NaAC).
We approached the development of our inaugural performing 
arts programs for 2021/2022 with a very open mind. As Canada’s 
first multidisciplinary disability arts organization, we are keenly 
aware that there are very few examples of success that we can 
emulate – so it falls on us to explore unchartered territory, test 
new ideas, and see what works when it comes to the provision 
of relevant, responsive programs in support of artists with 
developmental and/or physical disabilities.

This year, we are exploring a variety of realms in the performing 
arts so that our artists can learn what they are drawn to. It might 
be our community cabaret project, or our music composition and 
learning project in partnership with Xenia Concerts in Toronto. 
Whatever the project or initiative, we ask that our community of 
artists do the same thing that we’ve done: keep an open mind, 
and feel comfortable taking risks!

We’re looking forward to an exciting year ahead! 

Yours sincerely,

  
Karly Mortimer   Talia Potter

Director, Artist and Program Development   Manager, Performing Arts
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Artistic Training
Studio Sessions:  
In-person and Online 
January 2021 to December 2021 
Our ongoing studio sessions are supported by:

This is at the heart of what we do at the 
NaAC, providing space and facilitating the 
practice of our artists. By creating and 
maintaining a safe and supportive space 
to gather and practice, we steward the 
artistic direction of artists in thoughtful, 
respectful and responsive ways. 

In 2021, we will continue to implement 
our studio sessions both in-person and 
remotely in alignment with our local 
health authority’s guidelines, balancing 
the need for artistic development and 
keeping our artists and staff safe. 

Discipline-Specific 
Community Classes in  
the Performing Arts 
This weekly class will introduce mixed ability 
participants to exploring movement and 
performance-based practices. 

The program will be facilitated by two 
facilitators, one with lived experience 
(names will be announced as they are 
confirmed), and will involve two-way learning 
experiences, so both disabled and non-
disabled participants have the opportunity to 
learn from another.

This program will be delivered online and 
in-person (as directed by health guidelines), 
offered weekly over 12 weeks. 

Online Workshops  
with Guest Artists 
January to March 2021 

Each month, the NaAC will be hosting online 
workshops for our studio participants that 
focus on the introduction to new skills and 
new ways of art making. These instructional 
workshops will be hosted online and will 
include supply kits. 

Artist Connect with  
BEING Studio 
January to March 2021 

Five artists from the NaAC will be joining 
a cohort made of 5 Canadian sister 
organizations to explore what their 
artistic practices look like in 2021. The 
artists will expand their professional 
practices with workshops from grant 
writing to internet safety. The artists will 
also be giving presentations to the group 
about their practices and ideas for new 
ways for working. 
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Performing Arts Training Spotlight
Le Chat Noir: Performance, 
Art and Persona of  
Le Belle Époque
March to June 2021, with potential 
for summer and fall workshops 
based on participant demand.
This project is funded by:

This program can be best described by 
words that are the exact opposite of what 
we’ve faced during COVID-19: over the top 
and together. Here’s a multidisciplinary 
program that brings together some of the 
things that we’ve all missed: travelling, 
gathering in intimate public spaces, 
dancing, laughing, sharing food and drink, 
and rubbing shoulders.

Inspired by the lively, creative streets of 
Montmartre, this program will be delivered 
with a series of cabaret-inspired community 
classes in dance, comedy, costume design, 
and poster design as inspired by the Belle 
Époque, a term that is used to describe a 
period of French history from the late 1800s 
to the early 1900s characterized by optimism, 
peace, and creativity. 

This program will be delivered online and 
in-person (as directed by health guidelines), 
offered weekly over 12 weeks. 

The program will be facilitated by 
two visiting faculty, one with lived 
experience (names will be announced 
as they are confirmed), and will 
involve two-way learning experiences, 
so both disabled and non-disabled 
participants have the opportunity to 
learn from another.

5
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Learn about the National accessArts Centre’s vision for the future 
of Calgary as the national capital of our disability arts movement.
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Creation
Conference of the Birds  
Interdisciplinary Arts Project
January to June 2022
This project is funded by:

NaAC’s first experiment with an interdisciplinary ensemble will engage 
in a global community art project responding to the epic Sufi poem, The 
Conference of the Birds. This 4,500-line poem follows the journey of an 
assembly of birds through 7 valleys to enlightenment during a time of 
existential crisis. Participating art communities – including the NaAC 
– have been asked to travel the valleys and explore the parallels with 
their own journeys through COVID-19. These communities will then be 
invited to respond to one another, and connected digitally to participate 
in each community’s project. 

The NaAC’s response to this call will take form in an experimental theatre 
project made up of an interdisciplinary group of artists created through 
both online and in-person (as directed by health guidelines) workshops. 

Five artists will form an ensemble that will use multi-disciplinary 
approaches to participate in a series of workshops hosted by project 
designer and celebrated theatre artist Erica May-Wood and her 
colleague Ben, a practicing teaching artist living with a developmental 
disability. Through the workshop process, the ensemble will be 
free to explore the concepts presented by the poem, and respond 
collaboratively or independently to different ideas and themes. 

The final project will be presented virtually and, if appropriate, to a live 
audience in Calgary.

Sound Col.LAB: Exploring Sound and 
Collaboration with Xenia Concerts
January to June 2021, with potential for a second phase 
of the project (funding dependent). 
This project is funded by:

  

What happens when you put a prolific composer, the award-winning 
Rolston String Quartet, music educators, and artists with disabilities in 
a physical and/or virtual room? Launching in January 2021, the Sound 
Col.LAB project, funded by the Canada Council for the Arts and in 
partnership with Xenia Concerts, is a project that is guided by that one 
scenario alone. 

Over the course of multiple “lab” sessions, invited participants will be 
working with the classical music community – including the award-
winning Rolston String Quartet – and other partner organizations and 
individuals to explore how we can introduce the world of music and 
explore the realms of sound, collaboration, and composition.
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Presentation
Window Exhibition  
Project 
January to October 2021 
This project is funded by:

 

This project sees the commission of 10 new 
works by NaAC artists which will be displayed 
in public spaces in Alberta. Each work will be 
accompanied by an artist statement and a 
QR code that will link viewers to a video of the 
artists speaking about their work, connecting 
our artists and their work to new audiences.

Belonging in Literary Arts 
Artist Publication Launch 
Spring 2021 

Celebrating how artists see their 
works, explore big ideas and present 
themselves, this launch will celebrate 
artist publications by NaAC artists 
Adeel Sadiq and David Oppong as well 
as works created by Nura Ali during her 
Belonging in Literary Arts residency. 

Midnight in Space curated  
by Michelle Bennie 
January to June 2021 

Project partner:

This exhibition is the first curated by 
Michelle Bennie in a pilot program that 
expands the ways we can open and 
expand the exhibition process. Taking 
part in our first curatorial mentorship 
program, this exhibition presents works 
by 17 artists from NaAC in the vision of 
Michelle Bennie. Working from the title 
“Midnight in Space” Michelle gathered, 
renamed, organized and describes a 
body of works in her unique way. 
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Performing Arts Spotlight
Remounting Imaginary 
Spaces for Tangente Danse
May to September 2021
This project is funded by:

Prior to its merger to form the National 
accessArts Centre, the celebrated Calgary-
based mixed ability dance company Momo 
Movement – in particular, its professional 
performance ensemble – was invited to 
perform their piece Imaginary Spaces from 
its 2019 production The Mind Palace at 
Tangente Danse in Montreal in Fall 2020. Due 
to COVID-19, this opportunity has now been 
postponed to Fall 2021.

Tangente Danse was founded in 1980 and 
has presented over 1,650 choreographers 
in that time. It is known for its innovative 
and imaginative programming, and for 
showcasing experimental work. An invitation 
from Tangente demonstrates a level of 
prestige and recognition on the national 
stage that dancers with disabilities deserve 
and have been striving for.

This year, our presentation of Imaginary 
Spaceswill be expanded to include 
the production of a documentary that 
captures the rehearsal and tour of 
our dance ensemble, as well as the 
presentation of LAUNCHPAD, an ongoing 
tradition for the NaAC organization to 
host a local event prior to a production’s 
departure to an overseas destination. 
Artist talks will also occur in both Calgary 
and Montreal, with hopes to raise 
awareness nationwide around NaAC’s 
dance and performing arts programs

The ensemble will be formed 
on an invitation-only basis, but 
with opportunity for broader 
engagement and participation as 
the project gets underway. 
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My Imagination is so Many 
Things at Prince Takamodo 
Gallery in Japan 
December 2021 to February 2022 
This project is in partnership with the  
Embassy of Canada in Japan.

 

“My Imagination is So Many Things” 
brings together works by five Canadian 
artists with developmental disabilities 
and traces how the legacy of Jane 
Cameron (1949-2000) continues to shape 
and challenge the way we comprehend 
artwork created by artists with disabilities. 
This exhibition investigates the power 
of welcoming unbounded imagination 
through reflections on reality, the 
pandemic, and symbols of power.

The Osaka Project
December 2021

This project is partially funded by:

This project is in partnership with:

The Osaka Project initially set to launch in 
2020 and delayed due to COVID-19 is now 
expected to take place December 2021 
in alignment with our exhibition opening 
at the Embassy of Canada in Japan. This 
project will be implemented in partnership 
with Osaka’s renowned Atelier CORNERS 
and will involve one NaAC artist who 
will be placed in residence, along with 
collaborative workshops and exhibitions 
throughout Osaka.

The Korea Project
November-December 2021

Details to be announced.

Made at the NaAC. Shared with the world.
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Canadian artists with disabilities deserve  
to be supported and celebrated. 
Give today if you agree.
Visit ouriac.ca/donate or call Nicole  
at 403.253.3174 ext. 4 to learn more.



12

The National accessArts Centre acknowledges the following 
operational partners and funders for their support:

Our program and project funders include:


