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Letter from the Board Chair and the President and CEO

Dear friend,

In typical NaAC fashion, the past year has been nothing short of
extraordinary — a fitting reflection of an organization that celebrated
the 50th anniversary of one of its founding organizations, Indefinite Arts,
throughout 2025.

Across all of our initiatives, our team has continued to embrace our
guiding philosophy of Artists First®, ensuring that every program,
partnership, and project remains grounded in the creativity, aspirations,
and leadership of the artists we serve. From the remarkable Korea x
Canada Exchange developed in partnership with the Canada Council for
the Arts and the Korean Disability Art and Culture Center, to the continued
growth of our practicum and Professional Track™ initiatives across visual
arts, music, dance, theatre, and digital media, the NaAC concluded the
final year of our ambitious five-year strategic plan — Reset. Refocus.
Reimagine. — having achieved all major objectives across our core pillars
of arts training, creation, exhibitions and presenting, and sharing.

At the same time, and almost fortuitously alongside the remarkable
momentum of our artists, we launched and rapidly advanced our capital
campaign: Disability and the Arts. Redefined. Over the past fiscal year, the
campaign has secured more than $25 million in public and private support,
bringing us to the final stages of realizing what will become the world's first
accessible arts campus — anchored by the Trico Communities Accessible
Arts Centre and the Joseph Chung Centre for Creativity.

Watching this campaign unfold in parallel with the achievements of our
artists has continually reminded us of a powerful moment during the

G7 Summit in June 2025, when the First Lady of the Republic of Korea
requested to visit an arts organization in Calgary. More than simply seeing
a place where art is displayed, she specifically wished to experience a
place “where art happens.” That sentiment has stayed with us ever since.
Whether in our current, well-worn facility or in the future 30,000-square-
foot campus now taking shape, the NaAC has always been — and will
continue to be — a place where art happens every single day.

Thank you to our artists, staff, volunteers, funders, partners, and supporters
— including our presenting sponsor, TD Bank Group — for helping make
this extraordinary year possible.

We are proud to share the impact of this milestone year with you and invite
you to explore our 2025/26 Annual Report.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Stephanie Chipeur

Chair, Board of Directors

Jung-Suk (JS) Ryu

President and CEO
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The NaAC: Year at a Glance

Throughout the past year, the NaAC has
continued to strengthen its foundation as a
resilient and forward-looking organization.
Guided by a clear commitment to growth
and impact, the organization reached several
key milestones, including securing a $1.5
million investment from TD and achieving a
record-breaking fundraising year. Increased
engagement from volunteers and practicum
students has furthered the organization's
capacity, strengthening our ability to respond
meaningfully to community needs. Internally,
staff have stepped into new leadership
opportunities, driving forward the growth and
accessibility of programs that support artists
in their professional development.

This progress has been driven by widespread
partnerships — spanning international, local, and cross-
sector collaborators — positioning the NaAC as an
increasingly vital community connector. Through these
dynamic relationships, the organization continues to
create innovative, out-of-the-box opportunities for artists.
Grounded in strong partnership, engaged leadership, and
a shared vision for sustainable impact, the NaAC is well-
positioned for continued growth and influence.
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Kylie Poppe Anna Kopiec
Coordinator, Stakeholder Relations Manager, Operations & Artist Services
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Visual Arts

2025 was another year of steady progress for the
NaAC's Visual Arts program—maore activity, more
artists, and a clearer sense of where the work can
g0 next. This momentum brought new and exciting
opportunities, while also pushing us to expand our
capacity in necessary and generative ways.

There was an evident shift in our presence in Toronto between
July and September. A high concentration of programming
during that time allowed us to move beyond a sporadic
presence and begin to understand what sustained engagement
in the city can look like, creating pathways for continued
expansion in the years ahead.

Over the past year, we presented 17 exhibitions in Calgary, across
Canada, and internationally, creating opportunities for artists

to share their work across multiple contexts and audiences.

This included a major project that brought together artists

with disabilities from Canada and Korea to explore exchange,
solidarity, and collective practices across boarders.

As always, artist support remained at the core of our work. 118
artists took part in Professional Track™ programs, and 193 artists
overall received professional fees. In total, a record $202,978.00
in fees was disbursed, continuing our commitment to supporting
artists in real, material ways.

Together, these efforts reflect a program that is not only
growing, but becoming increasingly responsive, intentional, and
artist-centred, while laying the groundwork for deeper impact in
the years ahead.
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Raewyn Reid

Director, Visual Arts

Now in its second year, the NaAC's Curatorial Mentorship expansion initiative
gained meaningful traction. Artist-curators advanced their exhibition
concepts, developing open calls that engaged artists working within the
NaAC's studio as well as disability-identifying artists across Calgary and
Canada. This shift from exploration to execution resulted in the creation

of six new disability-led exhibitions including Sparks Fly, curated by Carla
Salter at Stride Gallery, and Lurking Above, curated by Ash at The Bows. Both
exhibitions opened in March 2026, with four additional NaAC artist-curated
exhibitions to follow in the upcoming year.

Expanding technical literacy and supporting experimental practice, the NaAC
introduced a camera-less film intensive, where artists created 16mm works
without the use of a camera, alongside an analog photography intensive
focused on developing foundational and advanced darkroom skills.

Uptake in the NaAC's Practicum Program increased, doubling capacity

in both film and 2D/mixed media. The program continued to prioritize
hands-on training, supporting technical proficiency, skill development, and
employability. This year also introduced artist talks and artist-led workshops,
creating opportunities for Practicum artists to share their work and
knowledge with broader communities.



The NaAC's Digital Media & Film Department
reached a major milestone with the completion
of its first funded short film, Cosmos Report
(2025). The work premiered to a sold-out
audience at the Werklund Centre in November.
Film programming supported over 90 artists,
resulting in more than 20 new video and film
works, with ensemble members also appearing
in major productions including the Telefilm-
funded feature Puddy Tat (2026) and Netflix's
Can This Love Be Translated? (2026). Demand
for film programming continues to grow, with
expanded partnerships and new projects,
including Glitter Mysteries, underway.

The NaAC secured a two-year partnership with
the William Watson Society and Alberta Parks
to host four residencies at William Watson
Lodge in Kananaskis Country (2026-2028).

This initiative offers a rare opportunity for
artists with disabilities to participate in fully
supported, nature-based residencies.

The barrier-free site provides access to a
retreat environment not often available, with
dedicated time and space for focused artistic
development. It marks an important step in
expanding equitable access to residency
models and deepening connections between
artistic practice and the natural environment.

The NaAC's flagship exhibition of 2025, Canada
X Korea x Disability Arts: Expanding Boundaries
and Possibilities, brought together five artists
from across Canada and five from the Republic
of Korea. The Canadian cohort included one
NaAC artist alongside four independent artists
from across the country, marking a deliberate
step toward engaging artists beyond our
studio, while the project itself unfolded from
September to October through a series of pop-
up exhibitions and public programs in Canmore,
Toronto, and Ottawa, culminating in a final
exhibition at Modu Art Space in Seoul, Korea.

Following a summer residency at 500
Collective, co-hosted with the Calgary Allied
Arts Foundation, NaAC artist Josee Steeves
presented her first solo exhibition at Gallery
505 in downtown Calgary. Situated in a highly
visible, public-facing space, the exhibition
marked a significant milestone—not only as her
first solo presentation, but as a clear outcome
of sustained development within NaAC's
programs. A former ceramics Practicum artist,
this progression from training to residency to
exhibition reflects the long-term impact of
embedded, hands-on support and NaAC's role
in creating pathways for artists to move into
increasingly public and professional contexts.

NaAC artists Paul Brain and Sachi Morishita were
invited to present at the 2025 Alberta Media Arts
Alliance Society conference, sharing insights
from Cosmos Report and NaAC's inclusive
approach to film production. This extended the
reach of the work while contributing to broader
conversations on accessibility in media arts.

Activity in Toronto increased significantly,
beginning with a series of community
consultations that informed pilot programming
at Social Art Studio Space throughout

summer 2025. In total, 14 multidisciplinary
workshops and programs were delivered, all
led by Toronto-based artists with disabilities,
reaching over 160 registrants.



Performing Arts

In May 2025, | became NaAC's
new Manager of Performing Arts.
Rather than finding my footing, |
quickly found it more effective

to abandon any attempts to walk
and, instead, dive headfirst into
the wild world of the NaAC and its
incredible artist community — from
communal art classes to releasing
music, staging productions, and
even premiering on TV.

Through the NaAC, | witness artists carving new
pathways for themselves and thus for disability-
led art in this country. This is a radical act; it

may not be easy, but it certainly is joyful. In this
wild journey of 'firsts’ and not fitting in here nor
there, the artists’ testimonies paired with the
larger responses to our work prove that we are
doing something right and must continue.

Please join me in reflecting on where this
journey has moved us — and where we have
moved others — over this past year.

ol

Re Parsons

Manager, Performing Arts
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A peek into one of the NaAC's
community dance classes at the
Wildflower Arts Centre. M

This was the inaugural year of our Dance Practicum program. Alicia Morrison, a multidisciplinary
artist at the NaAC, is the very first artist to receive mentorship under this program. Choosing

to specialize in teaching, Alicia took part in a teaching residency at Emily Follensbee school
together with Re, where they taught a total of 33 dance classes to close to 80 different
students with disabilities. Additionally, Alicia has been planning and leading her very own
weekly youth classes at the Wildflower Arts Centre, which is also the NaAC's first program
offering classes specifically to children and youth in Calgary. You can read more about this
endeavor in the 'Sharing’ section.



This year, multidisciplinary NaAC artist Rachel
Harding completed her music practicum by
achieving what she described as one of her
biggest dreams: publishing her first song.
Completed September 2025, Sunrise Willow is
the product of Rachel's year-long practicum
journey working with SJ Obatusin to learn many
technical aspects of music-making, such as
working with recording equipment and digital
audio workstations as well as songwriting and
storytelling technigues.

The NaAC began its new cohort of practicum
students in October of 2025, wherein Koby
Sharp hit the ground running with passionate
interests in beat-making and rap. Through this
1-on-1 training/mentorship environment, he is
working to produce an EP by the end of his
practicum in September of 2026.

In January 2026, the Dance Ensemble began
their 6-month creative residency at Decidedly
Jazz Danceworks. After working on the ICONIC+
project for 2.5 years, the ensemble was in an
exciting position at the beginning of this year: for
the very first time, they were given a completely
blank slate and asked to pull out the ideas
they've always wanted to pursue as dancers

but haven't had the chance to. Since then, the
ensemble has been working on 3 different works
— two solo projects and a new group show — all
driven by their creative initiatives.




acub, lighting
Maezy Reign

This was indefinitely the year of ICONIC+ After

a 2.5-year long creation period supported by
the National Creation Fund that honoured the
creative timeline of the artists, 5 members of
the Dance Ensemble premiered ICONIC+ in
September 2025 at Decidedly Jazz Danceworks
1o an audience of over 200 people. In a
memorable opening reception, the artists were
honored with a White Hat Ceremony led by
then-Mayor of Calgary, Jyoti Gondek.

The ICONIC+ production contained many 'firsts' for the NaAC and gave us many answers to questions
we had about accessible dance and theatre. Our pursuit to create a disability-forward dance
production was recognized by Accessible Media Inc. (AMI), Canada's leading accessible television and
media network, as one of the contemporary leading voices in disability-led dance. ICONIC+ and the
NaAC's work in accessible dance was featured in “Dance”, the fifth episode of AMI's History in 60 series:
a show that looks at specific pockets of Canada's evolving disability history.




With support from Canada Council, the NaAC
maintained an exciting Canadian presence
at the Korean International Accessible Dance
Festival (KIADA) amongst artists from 11 other
countries. JS Ryu presented dance film
Moving Pictures, Pictures Moving (2021) at
KIADA's ‘Kinema', a programming segment
specifically highlighting dance on film.

Re Parsons also gave a presentation on
inclusive dance methodologies at KIADA's
International Academic Symposium.

In September 2025, the NaAC and the

City of Calgary embarked on an exciting
new partnership under the shared goal of
increasing access to dance and promoting
disability leadership and creativity
throughout Calgary. The partnership offers
accessible dance classes for children ages
6-12 at the City's Wildflower Arts Centre.
Classes are led by Alicia Morrison as part of
her placement in our practicum program.
Alicia's leadership as an artist with a disability
is consistent with the NaAC's goal to position
artists from the disability community as
leaders and innovators within the broader
arts and culture ecosystem.
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HIGHLIGHTS:

30

Programs in performing arts
throughout 2025/26

14

Presentations

$73,931.00

in Artist Fees Paid




Disability Arts Leadership

The NaAC continues to be a
nationally recognized thought
leader in the provision of disability
arts training and programming.
From conferences to op-eds, NaAC
staff and artists are part of vital
conversations around the future of
Canada's arts and culture sector -
proudly representing the creative
ambitions of more than 27% of
Canadians who identify as having

a disability today. Below are just
some highlights over the past year
where the NaAC took centre stage
in leadership.
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Jung-Suk (JS) Ryu

President and CEO

In June 2025, the NaAC had the distinct honour of welcoming Her Excellency Kim Hea-kyung
to our Visual Arts Studios in Calgary. As the only arts organization in Calgary selected to host
an official dignitary visit during the 2025 G7 Summit, the visit marked a significant moment

for both our organization and the broader disability arts movement in Canada. During her
time with us, the First Lady spent meaningful time engaging directly with artists and staff,
learning about their creative practices, personal journeys, and aspirations. Following the visit,
she publicly expressed her admiration for the NaAC's vision, particularly our commitment to
advancing opportunities for artists with disabilities through both innovative programming and
the development of our future accessible arts campus.



The NaAC continues to share its learnings — from both its programmatic
and campus development — in forums and conferences nationally

and around the world. In 2025/26, NaAC leadership were invited to

the University of Birmingham as well as the World Blindness Summit

in Sao Paulo, Brazil, to speak to our programs and capital campaign,
sparking widespread interest in the work of the NaAC. Our organization
continues to be proud members of the International Society for the
Performing Arts (ISPA), Alberta Council of Disability Services (ACDS), as
well as the sole disability arts organization to be represented at the
Canadian Arts Summit.

Delicéntia
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NATIONAL ACCESSARTS CENTRE

Stemming from our successes over the past eight years — where we've
completed more than 25 projects across four different continents — the
NaAC continues to be seen as a leading agent of cultural diplomacy for
Canada. Starting in 2023, the NaAC has worked closely with the Canada
Council for the Arts in leading major cultural projects that have been

key components of the Year of Cultural Exchange between Canada and
the Republic of Korea, creating new precedents in disability-centred
diplomacy and leadership that complement Canada's ongoing efforts to
diversify its trade and global presence.
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Capital Campaign

The most ambitious capital campaign for
the disability arts — in North America.

Since the launch of our capital campaign in
September 2025, the NaAC has raised more
than $25 million towards the development of
the world's first accessible arts learning campus
in the heart of Calgary. Over the past year, we
also secured our lead gift from Drs. Peter and
Stephanie Chung, Vancouver-based business
leaders and philanthropists, whose legacy will be
reflected in the naming of our new performing
arts learning venue: The Joseph Chung Centre
for Creativity. At the time of writing, work is
already underway with the Trico Communities
Accessible Arts Centre — a $6.5M revitalization
of the old Scouts Hall, and permits are being
secured to break ground on the Chung Centre.
We are truly grateful for the nationwide interest
and support of our ambitious capital plan

Heather Jones

Director, Capital Projects

Chung Centre

In February 2026, the NaAC announced its lead gift: a transformational, record-breaking
donation from Vancouver-based philanthropists Drs. Peter and Stephanie Chung. In
recognition of their generosity, our new performing arts learning venue - previously
codenamed MDCAH - will have a new name: The Joseph Chung Centre for Creativity,
named after their late son Joseph who lived with autism and epilepsy. More than 100
community leaders came together to celebrate this announcement. The Chung Centre has
now passed the 90% threshold to begin construction this summer — thanks to the support
of the Government of Canada, the Government of Alberta (which announced a $1.89M top
up to our original CFEP grant), the Calgary Foundation, the late Al Osten, and Hyon Chu Lee.



The Government of Canada, through the Canada Cultural Spaces
Fund, is also a key supporter of our Trico Communities Centre
development that will revitalize the old Scouts Hall and house our
visual arts programs and administrative offices. Following a tour of our
current facility, the City of Calgary and the NaAC provided an up-close
tour of the Trico Communities Centre under development. With all
major remediation and interior demolition complete, the space is now
entering its next phase of development.

KEY MILESTONES

June 2025 - The Honourable David Myles, Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture, announces $750,000
towards the Scouts Centre/Trico Communities Centre development
through the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund. In total, the federal
government commits $9M+ towards our accessible arts campus project.

September 2025 - The NaAC launches Disability and the Arts.
Redefined., a $30 million capital campaign - the largest campaign of
its kind to advance the disability arts ever recorded in North America.
The late Al Osten and Hyon Chu Lee make the initial private gifts,
following the investments made by the Government of Canada, the
Government of Alberta, and the City of Calgary.

December 2025 - The City of Calgary, through a unanimous
vote by City Council, increases its investment in the Scouts Hall
redevelopment project to $49M.

February 2026 - Drs. Peter and Stephanie Chung announce a
transformative gift that will rename our new construction project
adjacent to the Scouts Hall — The Joseph Chung Centre for Creativity.

March 2026 - The Honourable Jason Nixon, Minister of Assisted Living
and Social Services, announces a $1.89M top up to the province's
support for our new Chung Centre development — bringing the total
provincial investment to $2.89M.
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Financial Overview

The National accessArts Centre
concluded its fiscal year (ending
March 31, 2026) with record
breaking revenues in support of
our programs and services.

Numbers presented are
pre-audited. Audited financial
statements can be requested
by emailing info@accessarts.ca
or can be found online at
accessarts.ca/about-us.

For full audited financial statements,
visit www.accessarts.ca/about-us

d.
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Total revenues: $2.713 million

Donations and Corporate Sponsorships
Government of Alberta

Arms Length Government Funding and
External Grants

Canada Council for the Arts

Government of Canada

Programming Fees

Amortization - Deferred Capital
Contributions

Gaming Revenue
. Earned Revenues
Other

$894,641.00
$526,684.00

$450,475.00
$295,851.00
$213,330.00
$123,547.00

$93,895.00
$50,428.00
$40,535.00
$23,160.00

Total expenditures: $2.485 million

Payroll and Employment
Exhibitions and Events
International Projects and Travel
Artist Fees

Facility and Administration

Marketeting

Professional Fees and Consultation
Amortization - Intangible Assets
. Finance and Banking

Team Development and Training

. Other

Amortization - Property and Equipment

$1,065,146.00

$299,757.00
$268,762.00
$229,937.00
$200,638.00
$101,555.00
$74,829.00
$64,364.00
$58,652.00
$44,039.00
$40,874.00
$36,385.00

33%
19%

17%
1%
8%

5%

3%
2%
1%

1%

43%
12%
1%
9%
8%
4%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%

1%

NATIONAL ACCESSARTS CENTRE
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Board of Directors

The NaAC wishes to thank its
volunteer Board of Directors who
continue to provide thoughtful
governance and are community
ambassadors for our organization.

Dr. Stephanie Chipeur, Chair

orship in Disability Law and Policy
CALGARY

Hyon Chu Lee, Vice Chair

Philanthropist
TORONTO

Heather Hansen, Secretary-Treasurer
Manager, Housing Supports, Government of Alberta
CALGARY

Jung-Suk Ryu
President and CEO
CALGARY

Curtis Sands
District Vice President, TD
TORONTO

Jody Roll
NaAC Artist
CALGARY

Kari Scarlett
Assistant Market Leader, BMO Private Wealth
CALGARY

Kathy M. Austin
NaAC Artist
CALGARY

Marc Workman

Disability Advocate
EDMONTON

NATIONAL ACCESSARTS CENTRE
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Donors

The NaAC relies on the generosity
of donors, foundations, and
corporate partners to develop

its programs in support of our
400+ artists living with disabilities.

In December 2025, the NaAC announced

a groundbreaking donation from TD Bank
Group totalling $1.5 million - the largest gift
TD has made in Western Canada, and the
single largest corporate gift to advance
the disability arts in Canada. We are grateful
for this investment and to proudly brand
ourselves the National accessArts Centre
presented by TD.

Bartiond! acceinhers cary

S0 ST = Bl Yondin i

— mm w.‘,,..ﬂ.h,___ﬂ

i |

» B ARV ECELRe

15 Rt o

T

JONAL ACCESSARTS CENTRE

-’




Government of Alberta
D

Government of Canada
The Wigham Family

Anonymous
Calgary Arts Development
Alberta Foundation for the Arts

Calgary Foundation

CIBC

DIALOG

Gerald and Barbara Chipeur
Hyon Chu Lee

Lauren Wigham

Michael Tims

The Shawana Foundation
Toronto Foundation

Alberta Blue Cross

Bird Construction

Chandos Construction

Clark Builders

Executive Millwork

Katherine Govier

St. John Adapted Exercise Science Lab

Alberta Real Estate Association
Anne-Marie Greenfield

Brenlee Taylor

Dale and Christine Berstad
Knightsbridge Custom Homebuilders
Lee Darichuk Professional Corporation
Margaret Bawden

Robert Claiborne

Roland Wigham

Stephanie Chipeur

Ainslie Gray

Ally Shariff

Andrew Eng

Bethel Afework

Bohdana Hapliak

Carson and Michelle Harding
Carsten Sorensen

Collin Fuchs

Cynthia and Larry Malazdrewicz
Daniel Clark

Daniel Desaulniers

Dean Dodge

Devin Glenn

Heather Hansen

Holly Hykawy

Jane Hua

Joe Moreau

John Grant

John Orser
Josee Steeves
June Round
Kambie Milnthorp
Karen Perasalo
Kari Scarlett

Kate Price

Kim Collins
Kristen Carr
Kristen Davis
Laurie and Douglas Strother
Linda Jarrett
Lorraine Fuchs
Marc Workman
Margaret Elle
Marianne Nielsen
Marie Stevens
Matt Agnew
Myrla Sadig
Naomi Ho

Nick Demiantschuk
Olivia Seibel
Pansy Angevine
Pat Desaulniers
Rachel Harding
Rachel Kwan

Rick Andison
Sabrina King
Sydni Darichuk
The Winnipeg Foundation
Thomas Hires
Tina Gosselin

Vita Leung

Walter May

Woo Lee Joong




Staff and Volunteers

STAFF:

Laura Admussen
Joanna Cai

Kashish Chavda
Toni Cormier

Anzi Erfan

Calli Giroux

Jarret Hlady
Heather Jones
Anna Kopiec

Ado Nkemka

Aina Paguergan

Re Parsons

Elise Piitz

Morgan Possberg
Tekoa Predika

Kylie Poppe
Raewyn Reid

Sara Richardson-Moody
Jung-Suk Ryu
Mariana Southwood
Simon Tumasz-Jordan
Katie Wackett

VOLUNTEERS:

Robin Cagas
Monica Falardeau
Meiya Hsu

Devin Hyndman
Camille McDonald
Riddhi Patel

Mel Petrinack
Angelo Santiago

NATIONAL ACCESSARTS CENTRE
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TORONTO

NaAC x Won Lee Community Arts Hub
1594 Queen Street West, Toronto

CALGARY

NaAC Visual Arts Studios
8038 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary

COMING 2027

Chung
Centre

The Joseph Chung
Centre for Creativity

o

2140 Brownsea Drive NW, Calgary

Artists First” is a registered trademark of the
National accessArts Centre.

Professional Track™ is a trademark pending
registration of the National accessArts Centre.
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